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The Board of Trustees of UUFC Inc wishes all of you a very happy new year and invites you to join us in 
preparing for the coming season at Chautauqua from Sunday, June 27 through Sunday, August 29th, 2010.  

 

joined with our throng; in August we had a huge annual meeting in the Bliss house at which we solidified our 
tax-free status; the new house was full and busy all season; and our recurring programs were thrilling.  With 
your help 2010 will be even better. 

Our Program VP Nancy Bechtolt has given us some hints on the wonderful range of ministers who will 
inspire us on 10 Sundays this summer, and she has lined up speakers for our weeklong morning ethics 
series.  We will also have wonderful programs during each week at 6 Bliss.  More detail will be provided in 
the spring and updates will be posted at www.uufchautauqua.org. 

The Denominational House at #6 Bliss is perking along.  Jo Ann Deblinger of the House committee reports 
that we have made great progress in booking the house again for the coming season.  We have just a few 
vacancies and recommend prompt action though we will try to keep a waiting list for last minute options.  
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         www.UUFChautauqua.org 

My dreams are already turning to wistful thoughts 
of the Hall of Philosophy, our UU denominational 
house at #6 Bliss, and especially being with you 
and all our wonderful friends at Chautauqua. 
 
I hope you were able to sample the joys of 
Chautauqua last summer. We had a great 
dedication celebration in July when President Tom 
Becker and Rev. Joan Brown Campbell happily  

 

 

If you are scrambling for a great 
holiday gift, why not invite family or 

friends to come to Chautauqua during 
the 2010 season? Maybe they can use 

a room at the UUDH at 6 Bliss. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO MEMBERS AND  FRIENDS  

  Those of you who saw the house in 2009 know that skillful renovations turned it into a wonderful multi room 
house with great access for those with mobility issues.  Since then we have installed new railings on the 
upper balcony and have confirmed that our team of hosts (Victor and Brigette) will be back in residence. 
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You can download an application at our website or contact Jo Ann Deblinger at jadcc@frontiernet.net and she 
will send you a copy. Below are the weeks and number of rooms still available as of Saturday, December 5, 
2009: 

 During week 4 from July 16-24 we have two rooms still available. The lecture theme that week is 
ÒNuclear Power and Nuclear Weapons  - Who can have and hold? 
 

 During Week 5 from July 25-31 we also have two rooms open. The theme of the week is ÒPicture This - 
PHOTOGRAPHYÓ and top National Geographic photographers will be present again plus KodakÕs 
Eastman House will play a major role.   

 
Invite a new friend!  A UUFC long time friend reminded me of a challenge put several years ago to 
ChautauquaÕs leaders to create a more diverse Chautauqua.  We can lament the cultural and economic issues 
that need to be resolved before diverse newcomers may choose to visit.  Or we can each invite some of our 
diverse friends to come to Chautauqua.  We can offer them a place to stay at 6 Bliss or at our own places.  We 
can take them under our wings for a week.  We believe that at least 90% of newcomers to Chautauqua love it.  
So letÕs each invite some diverse guests this summer. 

While UUFC Inc still needs funding (see below), what we need even more is the energy and excitement that 
comes from new volunteers and new leadership.  We may have signaled accidentally that only season long 
Chautauquans are sought for such roles. Not true.  Last summer the daughter of one of our stalwarts asked 
me if she could help work on the music program during 2010 even though she would probably only be present 
for one week.  Of course she can, and we want help from all of you whether you live all year or all season in 
Chautauqua county, or can only be with us for one or two weeks during the season.   

 We need help greeting newcomers on Sundays, we need help with hospitality at the denominational house, 
and we need new leadership.  (Some key people left officer positions last summer and more will be leaving 
after next season (hint, hint).  Keep watching the website for ideas and use it to keep in touch. 

Finally, of course I am going to remind you that the fellowship can still use your financial contributions.  Many 
of you have been generous and we have been blessed as a fellowship with good friends and good timing.  We 
raised enough to purchase, renovate and operate the house to host our guests, provide public space for our 
events, and let us use one of the finest garden patios in all of Chautauqua.  In a challenging first year we broke 
even at the house financially.   

While we are a Ònot for profitÓ organization that does not mean we should lose money or operate hand to 
mouth.  To grow securely, we still need to raise enough money for a long term, endowment type fund so we 
can offer subsidized affordable weekly rents to newcomers and save for that proverbial rainy day.   

Our fund raising team will get back to you on these issues in the New Year.  We will be requesting long-term 
contributions and bequests to our Edward Everett Hale Legacy fund (see the brochure pdf at our website). 

If you need to make a contribution from your IRA or your savings before the end of the year please let me 
know and I will put you in touch now with the leaders of our fund raising project (David Bower and Roger 
Doebke), or our Treasurer Karen Gottovi, or with the head of our investment committee Bob Bargar.  Send 
emails to me via the UUFC website or to hopper.r@att.net or write to me at PO Box 622, Chautauqua, NY  
14722.    

Thus endeth this UU sermon. Please feel free to be in touch as we all get ready for the re-lighting of our 
chalice in the Hall of Philosophy on Sunday June 27, 2010.   

  With Best Wishes Ð Bob Hopper 


